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Early Years

Å How do you know if EY Writing is Exceeding?

Exceeding: ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ can spell phonically regular words of more than 
one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words. They 
use key features of narrative in their own writingΦέ

Expected: ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which 
match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. 
They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 
{ƻƳŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƭǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƘƻƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜΦέ



Early Years



Year 1 Writing:  Composition 
Compose a sentence orally before writing it 

Sequence sentences to form short narratives 

Sequence sentences in chronological order to recount an event or an experience  

Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense 

Leave spaces between words 

Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark 

¦ǎŜ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴ ΨLΩ 

¦ǎŜ ΨŀƴŘΩ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

Yƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ΨǳƴΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

Use the suffixes: s, es, ed, er and ing within their writing 

Year 1 Writing Transcription
SBeginto form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 

Form capital letters Understand ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ΨŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ όƛΦŜΦ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 
ways) and to practise these 

Identify known phonemes in unfamiliar words 

Use syllables to divide words when spelling 

Use knowledge of alternative phonemes to narrow down  possibilities for accurate spelling 

Use the spelling rule for adding s or esfor verbs in 3rd person singular 

Name the letters of the alphabet in order 

Use letter names to show alternative spellings of the same phoneme 

Assessing Writing:
Year 1 Expectations (Focus Education)
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Year 2

Å Working towards the expected standard 

Å The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 

Å write sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative (real or 
fictional) 

Å demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full stops 

Å segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, 
spelling some words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at 
others 

Å spell some common exception words* 

Å form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 
right place 

Å form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some of 
their writing 

Å use spacing between words. 
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Year 2

Å Working at the expected standard 

Å The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 

Å write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or 
fictional) 

Å write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 

Å demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use 
question marks correctly when required 

Å use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 

Å use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / 
because) to join clauses 

Å segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many 
of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others 

Å spell many common exception words* 

Å form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 
and to lower-case letters 

Å use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 



Year 2
Year 2 Expected
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Year 2

ÅWorking at greater depth 
Å The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 

Å write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on 
their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing 

Åmake simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to 
their own writing 

Å use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly 
Å spell most common exception words* 
Å add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. ς

ment, ςness, ςful, ςless, ςly)* 

Å use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. 
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